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DepositionofGayleGalan, M.D., takenon March 26, 2003
State Of Ohio, ) 3
County of Summit. ) SS:

1 GAYLE A. GALAN,M.D.

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
2 of lawful age,calledby thePlaintiffs for
3 examinationpursuantto the Ohio Rules ofCivil

ETHEL RISNER, etc.. ) 4 Procedure,havingbeenfirst duly sworn,as
Plaintiff, ) 5 hereinaftercertified,wasexaminedand

6 testifiedas follows:
vs. ) Case No. CV-2001-04-1699

) Judge Cosgrove 7 EXAMINATION OFGAYLEA. GALAN,M.D.
Mercy Hospital, ) 8 BY MR. MARX:
Willard, et al., )

9 Q Goodmorning,Doctor. We wereintroduced. My
Defendants. ) 10 name is JimMarx. As I'm sure you've beentold,

11 Irepresentthe estate ofVernonRisnerin a
12 medicalmalpracticeactionthat has beenfiled

THE DEPOSITION OF GAYLE A. GALAN, M.D.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2003 13 againstWillard Hospital andDrs. Secor and
14 Ross.

The deposition of GAYLE A. GALAN. M.D., 15 So at this point in time,I'm here to ask
called by the Plaintiff for examination pursuant to 16 you some questions because you've been
the Ohio Rules of Civil Procedure, taken before me,

the undersigned,Darlene Vance, a Registered 17 identifiedas an expert by thedefensein this
Professional Reporter and Notary Public within and 18 case. Correct?
for the State of Ohio, taken at the offices of 19 A Yes
Weston, Hurd, Fallon, Paisley & Howley. 2500

i <j «v 1 w.

Terminal Tower, Cleveland, Ohio, commencingat 9:22 20 Q And if Iask youany questions todaythataren't
a.m. the day and date above set forth. 21 clear, that you don'tunderstand,please let me

22 knowthat.

23 A Yes.

24 Q I'll trynot to do that, but it may happen.If
25 you need to take abreak,that'sfine, just let

2

APPEARANCES: 1

4

meknow. 1wouldonly ask that you don'ttake a
2 break in the middle of a pending question -

On behalf of the Plaintiff:
3 A Yes.

James A. Marx, Esq.
Traci & Marx

4 Q - andyouanswerunless someprivileged
1370 West 6th Street. Suite 350 5 objectionisbeingraisedbycounsel.
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

6 A Yes.

On behalf of Defendant Jeffrey B. Romlg, M.D.: 7 Q Could youtell meyour professionaladdress,

Beverly A. Harris, Esq.
Andrew Stienecker,Esq.

8

9 A

please?
1am employed byEmergencyProfessional

Weston, Hurd, Fallon, Paisley & Howley
2500 Terminal Tower 10 Services, which is inMiddleburg Heights. 1
Cleveland. Ohio 44113 11 workat St. VincentCharity Hospitalwhich is on

12 East22 Streetin Cleveland,Ohio.
On behalf of DefendantsDr. Rosso and

A /\

Dr. Secor: 13

Jeanne M. Mullin, Esq. 14 (Plaintiffs Exhibit No. 1wasmarked.)
Reminger & Reminger 15237 W. Washington Row, Second Floor
Sandusky,Ohio 44870 16 Q I'm handingyouwhatI've had markedasExhibit

17 1. Thiswasprovidedto me and appearsto be a
On behalf of Defendant Mercy Hospital
of Willard: 18 CV of yours. Is thatcorrect, Doctor?

19 A Correct.
Jul 1a Smith Wiley, Esq.
Robison, Curphey & O'Connell 20 Q Is thereanythingthatshouldbeaddedor
Ninth Floor - Four Seagate
Toledo, Ohio 43604 21 deletedfrom that?

22 A There are several things. Ihave been
23 recertifiedin family practicewithin the last
24 yearand ahalf. Inowam an advancedhazardous
25 life supportinstructor. That'sthepertinent

Cady ReportingServices,Inc.



Depositionof GayleGalan, IV
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updates.

l.D. , takenon March 26, 2003

1 1 breakdown onplaintiff versusdefendantsthere?
2 Q Okay. Looking at thisbriefly, Ididn'tnotice 2 A I testified once on behalf of theplaintiff and
3 any articleslisted. Have youpublishedany 3 the othersweredefense.

4 articles? 4 Q Did any of thosepreviouscasesinvolve issues
5 A Yes. In fact, I havepublishedthreearticles. 5 related orsimilar to those presentedin this
6 Maybethat's notincludedin there.They'reall 6 case?

7 on asthma. 7 A No.

8 Q And your teachingpositionsor faculty 8 Q Did any of those previouscasesinvolve doctors
9 positions,is thatlisted on here? 9 or nurseswho are involved in this case?

10 A Yes. 10 A No.

11 Q Are those current or were thosepositionsthat 11 Q When were youfirst contacted concerning the
12 you held in the past? 12 casewe're here about today, the Risnercase?
13 A Theyarecurrent. I continueto teachbothwith 13 A Afew months before Iwrote my expertreport.
14 CaseWesternReserveand NortheasternOhio 14 So the report wasJanuary2, '02, so itwas the
15 Collegeof Medicine. My ongoinghands-on 15 end of 2001. So probablyOctober,November.
16 teaching experiences are that we have residents16 Q Who contacted you?
17 in internalmedicineat St.VincentCharity, and 17 A It was Ms. Harris' assistant.

18 I both lecture and also do clinical supervision 18 Q And was that bytelephone?
19 of residents. 19 A Yes.

20 Q Whatdoesthat supervision involve? Is there an 20 Q And what, ifanything,were youtold at that
21 area of practice? Is it emergencymedicine? 21 point in time byMs. Harris'assistant
22 A Yes, in emergencymedicine. The residents 22 concerning thiscase?
23 actuallydo rotationsin the emergency 23 A She informed me that this was a patient in
24 department and so theywill assesspatients, 24 Willard, Ohio, gave me the name of thephysician
25 eitherwith me or justprior to my seeing the 25 involved, stated that this wasinvolving a

1

6

patient,we discuss thepatient,Ievaluate the 1

8

patientwith a stroke and would I be -- would I
2 patient,compound. 2 have aconflict in reviewing that and Isaid no.
3 Q Do you have aprivatepracticeaswell? 3 Q Was there anyfollow-up communication, then,
4 A No. That ismy practice,emergencymedicine. 4 eitherin writing or by telephonefrom
5 Q All right. Haveyou been deposed ortestified 5 Ms. Harris?

6 in medicalmalpracticecasesbefore? 6 A After that time, theassistanttold me thatshe
7 A Yes. 7 would forward me the recordsand thatshewould

8 Q And startingwith depositions, howoftenor how 8 appreciatemy calling back and saying whether I
9 manytimesprevioustotodayhaveyou given 9 felt that this casewasdefendableor not.

10 depositionsin thesekindsofcases?
A I believeI've now beenin about10 to 12

10 That's, in fact, what Idid, is that I calledI \J

11 11 backandsaidthat lfejtjbe-cas_e_was_^
12 depositions. 12 defendableand sherequestedan expertreport.
13 Q And have youtestified incourtin a malpractice 13 Q Do you recall the name of theassistantthat you
14 case? 14 were dealing with?
15 A Yes. I've testified, I believe, five times. 15 A JoellenLeach.

16 Q And of those 10 to 12 times when you'vegiven 16 MS. HARRIS: She'sa paralegal,
17 depositions,canyou tell me what thebreakdown 17 just so you know.
18 is betweenplaintiff and defendant doctors? 18 Q Have you been retained by Weston,Hurd, the law
19 A Forplaintiff, as far as depositions, it'sabout 19 firm that Ms. Harris works for, on previous
20 -- a little lessthana third of those 20 cases?

21 depositions.As farasoverall cases,I've 21 A Yes. I believetwo.

22 probablyreviewedabout athird plaintiff and 22 Q And what lawyer here at Weston, Hurd retained
23 two-thirdsdefense. 23 you? Was itMs. Harrisor other lawyers?
24 Q With respect to thefive times youactually 24 A The-1 believethis is the first time with

25 testified in court, can you give me the 25 Ms. Harris being here at Weston,Hurd. I
Cady ReportingServices,Inc.


