
This is just a two page sample of the full transcript. If you would like to purchase this transcript please go here: 
http://www.crossexam.com/viewcase/8228.html

Case : JOLENA McCONNELL vs. BETHESDA HOSPITAL, et aI.
Testimony Date : May 21, 1996
Expert Witness : R. DARYL STEINER M.D.
Expert Type : Pediatric Emergency
Court : State: Ohio County: MUSKINGUM
Pages : 83

http://www.crossexam.com/viewcase/8228.html


1

Stateof Ohio, ) 1

3

PETERK. SMITH, M.D.
County of Fairfield ) SS: 2 of lawful age,called bythe Plaintiffs for

IN THE COURTOF COMMON PLEAS
3 examinationpursuantby theOhio Rules ofCivil
4 Procedure, having been first duly sworn, as

JUDYHICKMAN, et al., ) 5 hereinaftercertified, wasexaminedand testified
) 6 asfollows:

Plaintiffs, ) 7 EXAMINATION OF PETERK. SMITH, M.D.
)

vs. )CaseNo. 2003CV01000
8 BY MR. TRACI:

)JudgeMartin 9 Q Doctor, my name is BobTraci and I, of course,
JOSENORBERTO,M.D.,etal.,) 10 representthe Plaintiffs,the Hickmans, in

) 11 this case. Would you stateyour name and
Defendants. ) 12 addressfor the record, please?

THEVIDEO TELECONFERENCEOF PETERK. SMITH, M.D.
13 A PeterK. Smith, 201 Ukiah Lane,that's

Thursday,June9, 2005 14 U-K-I-A-H Lane, ChapelHill, North Carolina.
15 Q Thafsyour residenceaddress;is that

The videoteleconferenceof PETERK. SMITH, 16 correct?
M.D., called bythe Plaintiffs for examination 17 A That'scorrect.
pursuantto theOhio Rules ofCivil Procedure,
taken beforeme, the undersigned,Michelle M.

18 Q Your professionaladdressis at Duke

Lewis, a RegisteredProfessionalReporterand 19 University Medical Center?

Notary Public within and fortheStateof Ohio, 20 A Thafscorrect.

takenat the offices of Cady Reporting Services, 21 Q Okay. I was provided via e-mail with - by
Inc., 1225Illuminating Building, 55 Public 22 Jerrywith a 22 pageCVfor you that hasin
Square, Cleveland, Ohio, commencing at 3:21 p.m.,
the day anddateabovesetforth.

23

24

the upperleft-handcornerupdatedJune2nd,
2005. Are you familiar with thatdocument?

25 A I believeso.

2

APPEARANCES: 1

4

Q Okay. Isthereanything~ it was updated
2 June2nd, asI said. Is thereanythingthat

On behalfof the Plaintiffs:

Robert V.Traci, Esq.
RobertV. Traci Company,LPA

3 we needto addto this or thatyou would like
4 to addto it thatmight not be includedon it?

835 SharonDrive, Suite350 5 A No.

Westlake,Ohio 44145 6 Q Okay. Youareboardcertified in what
440.835.1800 7 specialties,Doctor?

8 A I'm boardcertified insurgeryand in thoracic
On behalfof the Defendants: g surgery.

Q Generalsurgery?
Gerald J.Todaro,Esq.
Arnold Todaro& Welch

10

2075 Marble Cliff Office Park 11 A Well, it's actuallysurgery,but mostpeople

Columbus,Ohio 43215 12 saygeneralsurgery.
614.485.1800 13 Q Okay. And yougot your surgical board when

14 approximately?Is thaton here?
15 A 1980 - 88 maybe.
16 Q Oh, I'm sorry. Certifications, actually 87,
17 December87.

18 A 87.

19 Q And you'vebeenrecertified in thoracic
20 surgery. You werecertified in 89 and
21 recertified in 99. Doesthatsoundright?
22 A That'scorrect. And I recertifiedin general
23 surgeryaswell.
24 Q That'sdifferentthanjust surgery?
25 A You got me back. Yeah, ifs surgery.
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5

1 Q Okay.
7

1 have a number of -- there are a numberof good
2 A I recertifiedin surgeryaswell. 2 textsthatare reliable and can behelpful for
3 Q Okay. What is the primary -- what is your 3 residents. Idon'tusually use textbooks.
4 primary practicecurrently? 4 Q Can you tell me whattextbooksyou think would
5 A Fellowof cardiacsurgery. 5 be useful and reliablefor residents in your
6 Q And youperformCABG procedures? 6 field?

7 A Yes. 7 A Oh, Sabiston's Surgery of the Chest, although
8 Q Howfrequently? 8 thafsjust being updated now;Kirkland;
9 A About 150 ayear. 9 Glenn; Hank EdmondsI think hasoneout now.

10 Q Do youhaveany administrative 10 Q Okay. What isthe--verybriefly,what's the
11 responsibilities? 11 function ofthecoronaryarteries?
12 A Yes. 12 A They supplyoxygenatedblood to theheart
13 Q And you'rethedirectorof thedepartmentat 13 muscle.

14 Duke; isthatcorrect? 14 Q Andwhafs the~ what is the purpose ~ the
15 A No, I'm thechiefof thedivision is the term. 15 primarypurposeof performing acoronary
16 Q Chiefof thedivision? 16 arterybypassgraft?
17 A Of thedivision. 17 A Improvethe blood supply ofthe heart.
18 Q Ofwhat? 18 Q And isthat to preventMis?
19 A Thoracicsurgery,which encompassescardiac 19 A Thafsa side impact of bypass grafting, but
20 surgeryand generalthoracicsurgery,surgery 20 not theactualpurpose.
21 of the heart~ I meanof the lungs andthe 21 Q The actualpurposeis just to improve the
22 esophagus. 22 circulation?

23 Q Do you focus primarily onbypassproceduresor 23 A Improvethe blood supply tothe heart. And
24 tell mewhat percentagebreakdownthereis 24 the thingsthatwe know resultfrom thatare
25 with your personalsurgeries? 25 prolongation of life and usually relief of

6

1 A If s about85 percentbypasssurgeryandthe
8

1 symptoms. But reducingMis is not —not
2 remainderis valve surgery. 2 somethingthat I evertell a patientis the
3 Q Okay. How much of yourprofessionaltime is 3 reasonwe'redoing it.
4 spentin an administrativecapacity? 4 Q Thatwould be a sidebenefit?
5 A About 25 percent. 5 A It can be,althoughMis canbe associatedwith
6 Q Onyour CV, which aswe justdiscussedit 6 thesurgerythatwe do. So if you actually
7 ratherextensively,arethereany particular 7 studythesubjectyou find that reducingMis
8 articlesor publicationsthatyou havethat 8 is not oneof the principal outcomesof this
9 haveparticularrelevanceto the issuesin 9 surgery.

10 this case? 10 Q And aCABG procedureis specifically to bypass
11 A Not really. 11 blockages incoronaryarteriesby usingsome
12 Q Arethereanyof your publicationsthat 12 type of a graft upstreamfrom the blockageand
13 addressspecificallythe risks of redoCABG 13 reattachingdownstreamfrom the blockageto
14 procedures? 14 getaroundor avoid the blockage?
15 A Not thatI recall, but I wouldn't be surprised 15 A Thafsright.
16 if it's in theresomewhere. 16 Q Underwhatcircumstancesdo surgeonsin CABG
17 Q But youcan'trecollectanyspecificone? 17 procedureshook abypasscoronaryarteryto a
18 A No. It would havebeenmaybethe subtextof a 18 downstreamvein?

19 generalarticle on coronarydiseaseoutcome, 19 A Thatwould bea very rare intent.
20 somethinglike that. 20 Q And why isthat?
21 Q Fairenough. 21 A Well, theonly reasonthatyou would dothat,
22 Do you recognizeany particular 22 you wouldligate thecoronaryvein andattempt
23 publicationsor textsasauthoritativein your 23 to perfusethe heartretrograde.And there
24 field of practice? 24 havebeensome,I shouldsay, fringe interests
25 A I don't think anything'sauthoritative. We 25 in doing somethinglike that, but generally
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